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Records of the General Conference  
39th session Paris, 30 October – 14 November 2017  
 
Resolution No. “(39 C/Resolution 15)” adopted on the report of the SHS Commission at the 18th 

plenary meeting, on 13 November 2017. 
 
United Nations 

 

Cooperation of UNESCO with the international township of Auroville, India  

The General Conference,  

Recalling the foundation of an international township, Auroville, in South India on February 28, 1968, 

when the youth of 124 Member States participated in the ceremony by depositing the soil of their 

countries in the foundation urn to symbolize the coming together of the nations of the world,  

Noting that the General Conference of UNESCO unanimously adopted resolutions of support to 

Auroville in 1966, 1968, 1970 and 1983, inviting Member States and international non-governmental 

organizations to participate in the development of Auroville as an international cultural township 

designed to bring together the values of different cultures and civilizations in a harmonious 

environment with integrated living standards that correspond to people’s physical and spiritual needs,  

Recognizing that the aims of Auroville are to promote international understanding, peace, innovative 

education, a learning society and all-round material and spiritual development for harmonious 

individual and collective growth, and that such aims contribute to the advancement of the objectives 

of UNESCO, especially dialogue among civilizations, cultures and religions, cultural diversity and 

culture as a factor for development,  

Appreciating that the Government of India passed, in 1988, the Auroville Foundation Act for the 

purpose of protecting and encouraging the development of Auroville,  

Also appreciating that Auroville International Centres have been established in many countries of the 

world, which are engaged in bringing youth from their countries into contact with the aims and ideals 

of Auroville and in facilitating internships, volunteer stays and academic research programmes,  



Also recognizing that Auroville has developed into a centre of expertise in a wide range of fields, 

benefiting India and noting its success in sharing its experience and helping the development of its 

neighbouring rural population,  

Acknowledging that Auroville is inviting all nations of the world to participate in its development, 

especially of its International Zone, which is designated as an educational campus hosting cultural 

pavilions of all nations or groups of nations, expressing the genius of each culture,  

Also noting that 28 February 2018 will mark the 50th anniversary of the founding of Auroville,  

Further recognizing that Auroville is a successful and unique model project, proving the capacity of 

an international community, after almost 50 years of existence, to continue to live up to its initial 

founding ideas of peace and international harmony and which are also UNESCO’s own values and 

principles, as well as some of its major priorities,  

Invites the Director-General to reinforce the association of UNESCO with Auroville and organize 

commemorative activities for its 50th anniversary, and to re-invite the Member States on the special 

occasion of Auroville’s 50th anniversary to participate in Auroville’s further development.  


