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MINlb’lRY OF LA\V/ AND JUSTICI
(Legislutive Department)
New Delhi, the 3rd Octobm 1988|Asving 11, 1910 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament veecived the assent of the President

on the 29th Segtembel 1988, and is hereby - published for Euneral infor-
mntmn r

THE AUROVII LE FOUNDATION ACT, 1988
No. 54 oy 1948

[29th Sepiember, 1968.]

~AnAct to pI‘OVldb for the acquisition and transfer of the under-

takings of Auroville and to vest such undertakings in a founda-
tion established for the purpose with a view to making long-
term’ arrangements for the better management and further
development of Auroville in accordunce with its original char-
,terand for matters LOI\IILLH d l-wwwltll or ingidental thereto.

WHEREAS Auroville was fonuded by the ‘Mother® on the 28th day of
February, 1968 as an international cultural township;

AND WIHEREAS in view of the serious difficulties which had arisen with
regurd to the management of Auroville, the management thereof had been
vested in the Central Government for y limited period by the Au.rovxlle
(Emergency Provisions) Act, [880;

Anp wheneas under the management of the Lentml Government and
under the overall guidance of the Inlernational Advisory Council sot up
under the aforesaid Act, Auroville L.l been able to develop during the
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last elght years along several ini:porlanl -hnes anel the residents of Auro-
ville have also carried on aclivilics [or the development of Auroville
which neced [urther encouragement and consolidation;

ANp wherkAs Auroville was developed as a cullural township  with
the aid of funds received v difterent  orpanisafions in and outside
Tndla as also from substantinl  ceants  poec'ved from the C niral  and
State Governments, and the Uniled Nalions Bducational Scientlific and
Cultural Organisatlon ulso had, from time Lo fime, refllected in Iis resolu-
tions that the project on Auraville is  contribnting to infernational
understanding and pramuolion of poace;

Ann wieneas for the purpose of encouraging, continuing and comnsoli-

dating the aforesaid activilles of Auroville, it is necessary in (he public
interest to acquire the undeeclaking of Anvoville and to vest them in

4 body corporale establisheq for (he purpose;

Be it enacted by Parlinment in the Thirty-1inth Year of the Republic
of India as follows;—

CHAPTER 1
! PanlMlNl\nY

1. Tms Act may be called the Auroville Foundation Act, 1988.

2. In this Act, unless the coutext olherwise requires,—

(a) "appointed doy” means the dale of commencement of this
Act; ‘ ' ‘

(b) "Auroville” means so much of the undertakinps as form
part of, or are relntub!c to_ the enllural lownship which is known
as Auroville and the charler of which  was proclaimed by the
‘Mother’ on the 28th day of February, 1966;

" (¢) “Council” means the Auroville International Advisory
Council constituted under cub-scclion (1) of scction 21;

(d) “Custodian” meang the person who is appointed as the Cus-
todian‘undnr suh-section (2) of seclion 7 in vespect of the under-
takings; . |

(e) “Foundation” means the Auroville Foundation established
under’ sub-section (1) of seclion 10; '

_ (f) "Governing Board” means the Governing Board of the Foun-
dation constituted under sub-section (1) of section 11;

(7) “notification” meang a notificalion published in the Official
Gazelle;

(h) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
Act; , . '

(i) “Residenls’ Assembly” means the Residents’ Assembly of
tl)'e Toundatinn; :

(i) “Sacietly” means Sri Aurohindo Society. being a Society as

defined in the West Bengn] Snciclies Reristration Act, 1961, and hav-
Ing its registered office at Calculta in the State of West Bengal,;
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(k) “specilied date”  means such dale as the Central Govern-
ment may, lor the purpose ol section Y, by nolification, specify;

(1) “trust” or “bodky” mmeans a lrus, ur.body specifiad in the
Schedule;

(m) “undertakings” means '.llu: undertakings of the Socicly, trust
or body which had vested i the Central Government under gection 3.

; ClAPLYER 11
. .
ACQUISITION AND THANSKFER OF UNDENWTAKINGS OF "AUROVILLE
3. On the appointed day, so much of the undertakings of the Society,

aust and body as form part of, or ure relatuble to Auroville, and 'the
:pht, title and interest of the Society trust und body, in relation to
such undertakings, shall, by viriue ol this Acl, stand transferred to, and
vest in, the Central Government, :

Co .
N SR
! | ' ' i

4. (1) The undertakings vested under section 3 shall be deemed to
include all the assets, rights, leascholds, powers, authorities und privile-
ges, and all property ~ (movable and immovable), including lands,
buildings, works, workshops, projects, storcs, instruments, machinery,
automobiles and other vehicles, cash balances, funds, including reserve
funds, investments and book dcbis of the Society, trust or body as form
part of, or are relatuble to, Auroville and all other rights and interests

. arising out ol such properties as were immediately before the appointed

da_y‘in the ownership, possession, power or control of the Sociely, trust
or body, whether within or without Ladiz, and a1l books of account, regis-
ters. 1mnaps, plans and all other documents of whatever nature relating
thereto. , )

(2) All propertics and assels as aforesaid which have vested in the
Central Govermmnent under seclion 3 shall, by force of such vesting, be

Aced and discharged from any Lrust, oiligation mortgage, charge, licn

and all other incumbrances antecting then or of uny aitachment, injunc-
on, decree or order of any court or other autharity. restricting the use
of such properlies or a:mels in any Mmanaer or appointing any receiver
in respect of the whole or any put of such properties’ or assets shall
be deemed to have been withdriwn, ' :

(3) Any licence or other inztrinnent vranted to the Society, trust
or body in relation to any undertaiing which has vested in the Central
Government under section 3 at any lime before the appointed day and in
force immediately before the appointed day, shall continue to be in
force on and after such day in necordasce with ity tenor In relution to
and for the purposes of such underiaking or where the under-
tuking is directed under seclion G to  vest in the Foundation, the
FFoundation shall be deemed lo be sub.toated in such licence or  other
instrument as if such licence or other instrumment had been granted to
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the Foundation and lhe IFoundation sball bold it for the remainder of
v puriod lor which the Society, trust or body would  have heid it
unuer the terins lberxcol.

(4) IL on the appuinted day, any suil, appeal or olbher proceeding,
-~ whatever nalure, in yclalion to any properly or asset which has
~swed in the Central Governmeny under seclion 3, instituted or prefer-
red by or against the Sovicly, Lrust or body is pending, the same shall
v« ubale, be discontinucd ov bd, in any way, prejudicially affected by
ircason of the transler vt che undertakings of the Sooiety, trust or body
or of anything contained in this Act, but the suit, appeal or other pro-
veeding may be conlinucd, proseculed or enforced by or against the
Central Government, or where the undertakings of the Society, trust
or body are duectcd under bLLthll 6 lo vesl in Lhe l'oundatlon. by or
againgt the Foundation. Co)

5. Every liability in velalion lo any undertaking in respect of any
period prior to the appointed day shall be enforceable against the Central
Governmen( and not ag.inst e Soc.ely, trust or body, ov where the said
undertakings are direcled, " undey seclion 6, to vest in the Foundation,

agoinst the IMoundatlon, . :

6. (1) Notwithstanding anylbing contained in sccltions 3 and 4, the
Central Government shall, ay soon us may be alter the appointed day,
direet, by notificalion, that the undertakings and the right, title and in-
lerest of the Sociely, Lrust or hody in relation lo such undertakings which
had vested in the Central Governinent under section 3, shall, instead of
conlinuing to vest in the Clentral Government, vest in the Foundation
vither on the date of publicalion of the nolificalion or on such earlier or
later dale as may be specificd in the nolification.

(2) Where the right, title and interest of the Society, trust or body
in relation (o the undertalangs vesl, under sub-seclion (1), in the Founda-
tion, the Foundation shall, on and from the date of such vesting, be
dcemed to bave become the owner in relalion to such undertakings and
the rights and liabilities of lthe Centlral Government in relation to such
nndestakings shall, on and from the dale of such vesling, be deemed to
have become, the righls and liabililies, respectively, of the Foundation.

7. (1) The gencral supevintendence, direction, control and manage-
ment of the affairs of the undertalkings, (he nph( title and inlercst in
relation to which have vesled in the Cuntral Government under section 3,

 shall— "

(a) where a direclion has been made by the Central Govern-
men! under sub-seclion (1) of seztion 6, vest in the Foundation; eor

(h) where nn such direction has been made hy the Cenlral
Government, vest in a Custodian appointed by the Central Govern-
ment under sub-scclion (2),

and, thereupon, the Toundation, or the Custodian so appointed, as the case
may be, shall be entitleq to exercise all such powers and do all such
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wings as the Scoiety, wust ur body, as the cuse may be, iy authorised
to exerclse and do in reluvon o its undertukings.

(2) The Centrul Government may appoint any person as the Custo-
dian of the undertaiungs in relution o waicis no direction has been made
Dy it under sub-section (1) of suction 6.

(3) The Custodian so uppointed shall receive such remuneration as
the 'Central Govoermaent may li and shall hold oflice during the plea-
sure of the Central Guveramenl, :

8. (1) On the vesting ol the management of the undertakings in the

" oundation or on the appointmeng of a Custodian under section 7, all

persons in charge of the inanagement of the undertakings immediately
before such vesling o1 appomtment siiail e bound to deliver to the
Foundation or Custodiun, as the case may be, all nssels, books of account,
registers and other documents in  their custody relating to the
undertakings. : '

(2) The Centrul Government may issue such directions as it may
deern desirable in the circumstances of the case to the Custodinn as to
tue powers and duties ol the Cuslodian and such Custodian may also, if
it is considered necessary so lo do, apply lo the Central Covernment at
any time for instructions as lo the manner in which the management of
the undertakings shall be conducled or in relation to any other matler
arlsing - in the course ol such manugement,

(3) Any person, who on the appointed day, has in bis possession or
under his conlrol, any hooks, documents or other papers relating to the
undertakings shall be liable to  account for the said bouoks,  docu-
menty or other papers to the Central Government or the Foundation us
the cuse may be, and shall deliver them up to the Central Govemment
or the Foundation or tu such pevson or body of persons as the Central
Government or the Foundation may specily in this behalf. ‘

(4) The Cenlral Govermmneut or the Fcundation may talke or cause
to be taken, all necessury sleps for securing possession of all undertakings
which lmve vested m the Central Government or the Foundation under

this Act.

(5) The Sociely, irust or buily shall, within such period as the Cent-
ral Government may allow in this behalf, furnish to that Government a
complete inventory of all its properties and assets, as on the appointed
day pertaining to the undertakings and, for this purpose, the Central
Governinent or the Foundation shall uﬂmd lo the Society, trust or body

all rcasonable facilities.

4. The Central Governmuutl or the Foundation ghall be entitled to
receive up to the specified dale, to the exclusion of all other persons,
any money due to the Socicly, trust or hody in relation to ils undertak-
ines which have vesied in the Central Government or the Foundation,
a5 the case may be, and realised sfler the appointed day, notwithstunding
that the realication pertains to a period prior to the appointed day.
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CHAPTER 11J
The AunovVivul; FOUNDATION
ES“’bt'iSh- 10. (1) With ellect [rom such date as the Central Government may,
-,':;nin_ by notilicalion, appoinl in this hehalis tnere shall be established for the
corpora- w.puse vi dhis Act, a Ioundatlion, o be called the Auroville IFoundation.
(‘}:gnr?un. (2) The Foun‘dation shall be a body corporate by the name aforesaid,
dation naving perpetual succession and a common scal with power 1y acquire,
hold and dispose of properly. bollh movable and immovable, and to con-
tract and shall by the siaid name sue und be sued.
: (3) The Foundation shall coosist ol the Jollowing aulhorities,
"\ namely:— | . . , ‘
"(a) the Governing Doard;
- (b) the Nesidents’ Assembly;
(c¢) the Auroville Internalional Advisory Council,
' 11, (I) The Governing Board shall consist of the following mem-
Govern- b g
Ing | bers, namely:— ‘ i ;

Board, (i) not more than seven members to be nominated by the
Central Government irom amongst persons, who have—

(a) rendered valuable service to Auroville;

(b) dedicaled themselves to the ideals of life-long education,
synthesis of muicrial and spiritual rescarches or human unity,

(c) conli,buted gigmticaatly in aclivities that are being per-
sued or are cuvisiypad to be promoled in Auraville, including
activities relaling to cnvironment, aflorestation, arts and crafts,
inuustry, agricultuve, hemanitics, saences and integral yoga;
(ii) two representalives of the Ceniral Government to be noini-

nated by it. o® '

(2) The Central Governmen: shall nominate a Chairman of the Go-
verning Board {rom amonpit ihe members nominated by it under
clause (i) of sub-section (1).

(3) The general superinténdience, directiom and thanagement of the

allairs of the Foundation shall vést in the Governing Board which wav
“excicise all the powers and discharge all the fuuctions which may  be
exercised or discharged by the Foundation,
) (N The Governing Moard mey associnte will itzell in such manner
and for suvh purposes as may he prescribed, any petsons whose assistance
or advice it may desire in complying with any of the provisions of this
Act and a person so assoviale! shall have the right to take part in the
discussions of the Goveriaing Toard relevant fo the purposes for which he
has been associated, butl shall nol have Lhe vight o vote.

(3) No act or procecding of the Goverring Doard or any commitlse
appointed by it under sectlon 16 shall be invalidated merely by reason
of,—

(@) any vacancy in, or any defect in the | constitution of, the

Governing Board or sich committee; or
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(b) any defect in the nomination of a person acting as a member

ol the Governing Boura or such commillee; or

(c) un_y irvegulavity in the pracedvure of the Governing Bodrd or
such commiltee not aflecting the wevits of the case.

17, (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the term of oflice
of the members of the (invc\rn’.nn Hoavd ineluding the Chairmoen shall be
four years from the dute of Lheiv womination, :

(2) An outgoing member of the Governing Bourd shnll be eligible
for re-nominution. .

(3) The term of office of 3 member noniinated to fill a casual vacancy
in ‘the Governing Bouard shull conlinue for the remainder of the termn of
the member in whose nlace he is nominated.

(4) A member may resign his oflice by writing under his hand
addressed to the Centr=1 Ciovernmient bt he shall continue in office until
"iw resienation ie accepted hy that Government.

13. The Chairroan of the Coverning Board  shall be entitled to such
sulary and allowances ind =uch conditions of service in respect of leave,
pencion, provident fun.d snd other mullers as may, from time to time,
he fixed by the Central Governmenl. :

\

v
|

14. (1) The Governing Roard shall meet at 1e_aat once a year at Auro-
ville at such time os may be fixed by the Chairman of the Governing
Board. ' :

(2) A1) the decisions a!l anv meeling of the Governing Board s};all he
taker by a majority of the < n"ers present and voling:

~ Provided that in the ease of eavnlity of votes, the Chairman of the
“ayerning Board shall have a casting vote.

15. (1) The Central Goverimment chall appoint a  Secretary to the
Woundation to exercise such powers and perforin such duties under the
Chairman of the Governing Bonrd as wmay be preseribed or as may be
Jelepgated to him by the Chairman.

(?) The Secretary shall he entitled to smich  salary and ollowances
‘nd such conditions of service in respect of leave, pension, provident fund
i other matters as may  from Lime 1o time, be fixed by the Central
“avernment.:

ottt evprowveg

(3) Subject to such control restrictions and  conditions as may bhe
aoseribed  the Governingt Boavd rmav annoint such other officers nnd em-
Yovees i imay be neecessare for ihe efficient performance of its functions.

(1) 'The Chairman, Seeretoy vl other offeerg and emplovees of the
codtion shall not undaor e any worle unconneeted with their duties
Yoo this Act except with the permissaon of the Central Government,
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16. (1) The Governing Illourd may appoint such  committees as

may be necessary for the cflicient disc harpe of its duties and perform-
ance of its funclions under thiz Acl,

(2) The Governing Board shall have the power to co-opt as members
of any committee appointed under sub-section (1), such numbher of p°r-
sons who ate not members of (he Governing Board as It may think fit,
and the persons 50 co-opted shall have the right to attend the meetings
of the committee, and take parl in the proccedings of the committee, but
shall not have the right to vote,

17. The powers and functions of the Governing Board shall be—

(a) to promote the idenls of Auroville and to coordinate cctivi-
tles and  services of Auroviile In consultation with the Residents’
Assembly for the purposes of cohesion und integration of Auroville;

(b) to review the basic policies nndv the programmes of Auroville
and give necessary directions for the future development of Auro-
ville;

(c) to accord approval to the proprammes of Auroville drawn
up by the Residents’ Assembly;

(d) to monitor and review the activities of Auroville and to
secure proper managemen! of the properties vested in the Founda-
tion under section 6 and other propertics relalable to Aurovllle;

(e) td.bfepare‘a master- plan of Auroville in consultation with
- the Residents’ Assembly and {n cnsure development of Auroville as
k0 planried;

- (f) to authorige and coordinate fund-raising foe Auroville and
to secure proper arranpemvnta for veceipts  and - disbursement  of
funds for Auroville.

18. (1) The Residents Assembly shall consist of all the residents
of Auroville who are for the time being entered in the repister of resl-
dents maintained under this scction.

(2) The Secretary to the Governing Board shall maintain the regis-
ter of residents in such manner ns may he preseribed and all the persons
who are residents of Auroville and who are of the age of eighteen years
and above are entitled to have thcir names entered in the register on an
appl!cntion made to the Secrelary in such form as may be prescribed.

(3) All the names of residents, which have been included in the re-
gister malntained by the Adminisirator appointed under section 5 of the
Auroville (Emerpencv Provisions) Act, 1980 immadiately before the ap-
pointed day, shall be deemed to have been included in the register main-
tained under this section,

19, (1) The Residents’ Assembly shall netform such functions as are
required by this Act and shall advise the Governing Board in respect of
all activities-relating to the residents of Auroville.

AT o
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(2) In particular, and withoul prejudice to the foregoing powers, the
Residents” Assembly may—

(a) allow the admission or cause the termination of persons in
the register of residents in aceordance wilth the  regulationy made
under section 33;

k ]
(b) organise various aclivilies reldding lo Auroville;

(c) formulate the master plan of Auroville and make necessary
recommendations for*the recopnition of orpanisations engaged in acti-
vities rclalablq to Auroville tor the approval of the Governing Board;

(d) recommend proposals for raising funds for Aurovillp for the
approvul of the Governing Board.

(3) For the purpose of carrying on its functions, the Residents’ Assem-
bly may establish such committees as it may conslder necessary which
shall represent it in relation to the functions to be performed by the Gov-
erning Board,

20. (1) ‘There shall be a Working Cuommittee of the Residents’  As.
sembly which shal] assist the Residents’ Assembly or, ag the case may
be, the Governing Board, in discharging its duties under this Act.

(2) The Working Cominiltee shall consist of not more than seven
members to be chosen by the Residenls' Assembly from among  them:
selves. .

(3) The vrianner of ¢hoosing the memibers of the Working Committee
and their terrn of office shall he such as may be decided by the Resi-
dents’ Assembly.

(1) The Working Cuinmitlee may, with the approval of the Govern:
i Board, create cov constitute other organisations, trusts, societles or
associztions relatable to Auroville if the Working Committae is satisfied
that such organisations, trnats, societies or assoclationg haye—

(a) their headquanlers'at‘ Auroville;, ’

(b) declared that in Ml mallers velating to Auroville they shall
act in conformity with the decisions of the Governing Board and
that their' main object i3 to  promote the ideals laid down in the
Charter of Auroville procluimed by the ‘Mother’ on the 28th day
of February, 1968.. .o
21, (I) The Auroville International Advisory Couneil shall consist of
nol more than five members nominaled by the Central Government.

-

(2) The Central Government may nominate the members of the Coun-
cil from amongst persons who in ils opininn arz devoted to the ideals of

human unity, peace and progress. _

(3) The Council may, on its own motlon or on a reference made to it

by the Governing Board, advise the Governing Board on any matter re-

lating to the development and munagement of Aurovﬂle.
(1) In terdering any advice to the Guvu'nin;{.Bourd,' the Council snull

cndeavour to secure that— » o .
(a) the ldealy for which Auroville hag been eslablished are
encouraged, und ' '
i i ; }
| = |
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(b) the residents of Aurovl]}c are allowed freedom to grow and
develop activitieg and instituliong for the fulfilment of the aspirations
and programimes envisaped in the said Chavler of Auroville.

(5) Thcré shall be a Chairman of the Council who shall be elccted by
the members of the Council [rom among themselves.
* (6) The term of ofiice of, the method of filling casual

among, and the allowances and other remuneration, il any, payable to, the
memberg of the Council, shall be such as may be determined by the

Central Govgmment.

"(7) The Council shall have power to regulate its own procedure,

vacancies

22. (1) "The Central Government may, by notification and for reasons
to be specified thereln, direct that the Foundation shall be digsolved from
such date and for such period as may be specified in the notification:

Provided that before issuing any such notification, the Central Gov-
ernment shall glve a reasonable opportunity to the Foundation to make
representation against the proposed dissolution and shall consider the re-

presentation, if any, of the Foundation.

(2) When the Foundation is dissolved under the provisions of sub-
section (I),— ; o
' (a) all members of the Governing Board, notwithstandinjs that

- the terms of their office had not expired, shall, from the date of dis-
solution, vacate thelr oflices ns such members;

(b) all powerg and dulics of the Foundation shall, during the
period of dissolution, be cxercised end performed by such person or
persons as the Central Goverminent may appoint in this kehalf;

(c) all properties vesled in the Foundation shall, during the
period of dissolution, vest in the Central Government; and ’

(d) as soon as the period of dissolution expires, the Foundation
shall be reconstituted in accerdance with the provisions of this Act.

23. For the purpose of enabling the Foundatllon to discharge Its
functiong under this Act, the Central Government may, after due appro-
priation made by Parllament by law in this behalf, pay to the Foundation,
in each financlal year, such sums of money as that Government considers
hecessary by way-of grant, loan or otherwise,

CIIAPTER IV
MISCELLANFOUS

24. (1) The Governing Board shall furnish to the Central Govern-
ment at such time and in such form and manner as may be prescribed,
or as the Central Government may direct, such returns and statements
and such particulars as the Central Government may, from time to time,
require, ! :

(2) Without. prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (1), the Govern-
ing Board shall, as soon as possible after the end of each financial year, sub-
mit to the Central Government a pepert in such form and before such
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