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AUROVILLE FOUNDATION, AUROVILLE

Minutes of the 61% Governing Board meeting (hybrid mode) held on

08" November 2022

The following persons were present:

Honourable Shri. R. N. Ravi

b Governor of Tamil Nadu thairperson
2) Honourable Dr TamilisaiSoundararajan Member
Lt. Governor of Puducherry
3) |Prof. Goutam Ghosal Member
4) |Dr NirimaOza Member
5) |Shri. Aravindan Neelakandan Member
6) Ms. Lina Johari JS &FA Member
Ministry of Education, New Delhi (Joined Online)
7) Smt. Neeta Prasad, Joint Secretary Member
Ministry of Education, New Delhi (Joined Online)
Member
8) |Prof. Nandana G Basappa (Jsined Onlins)
9) |Dr Jayanti S. Ravi Secretary
10) |Dr G. Seetharaman OSD

Leave of absence was granted to the following Member

D

Prof. R. S. Sarraju

Member
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Dr Jayanti Ravi, Secretary, Auroville Foundation, Auroville welcomed the

Chairman and the Members to the 61% meeting of the Governing Board.

Honourable Shri. R. N. Ravi, Governor of Tamil Nadu and Chairman,
Governing Board, Auroville Foundation, Auroville delivered the opening

remarks of the 61* meeting of the Governing Board.

Then, the Agenda Items were taken up for discussion. The following were the

decisions taken in this meeting:

Note:
MoE and Integrated Finance Division (IFD), New Delhi had sent their
comments on the said agenda points before commencement of the meeting and

the comments were considered.
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AGENDA ITEMS

Item No. 61.01: Confirmation of Minutes of the 60th Meeting of the
Governing Board, held on 12" July 2022

The Minutes were circulated to the members. Members of the Governing Board
resolved to confirm the minutes of the 60™ meeting of the Governing Board held
on 12" July 2022.

th

Item No. 61.02: Action taken report on the decisions of the 60
the Governing Board

meeting of

The action-taken report on the decisions of the 60" meeting of the Governing

Board was noted by the Board.

Item No. 61.03: The Secretary’s Report and Report on completion of 1%
year of current (9") GB of Auroville

The Board noted the Various activities carried out by the Secretary, AVF after

the 60th Governing Board meeting, which are given below.

e The 150th Birth Anniversary and the 75th Independence Day of India
were celebrated with gaiety amidst many enlightening programs
conducted during the whole of August 2022 and on the special day of
15th August 2022.

e During the August Gnostic festival commemorating Sri Aurobindo’s
150th Birth anniversary and Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, there had been
interactive sessions with spiritual leader Shri M for two days and
famous artists Shri Gangai Amaran, music director and Shri Hari Prasad
Chaurasia, renowned flutist performing in Auroville, along with other

celebrations. “Invocation” the Gnostic Festival, Auroville ‘22 -had
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notable  guests and  speakers such as Hon’ble Dr.
TamilisaiSoundararajan, Dr. NirimaOza, Sh Aravindan Neelakandan, Sh
D R Karthikeyan, Ms Anita Rathnam, Dr Jai Singh, Dr. Anupama
Kondoo (architect), PujyaNirakar Bhai (Pandit), Soham Munim (sitar),
Lopamudra Mukherjee, Aneesh Raghavan,and Sangeeta Dash (Odissi
dance), Dr. R. Y. Deshpande, Dr. Mala Kapadia, Dr. Alok Pandey, Dr.
Bello Mehra, and Dr Jayanti Ravi (Integral Yoga Week 5 Sept‘22

The International conference at UNESCO, Paris has been deferred by

the Ministry of Culture to a later date to be announced.

Auroville Integrated Information System and Services (AIIS) has started
to collect and compile the database of all units, assets, activities and

projects under various trusts.

The Parliamentary Committee of MEA, visited Auroville on 02-09-2022.
The Committee members were given a brief presentation on Auroville
by members of the Working Committee and FAMC at the Urﬁty
Pavilion led by the Secretary, Auroville Foundation. They were taken to

the city exhibition at Bharat Niwas and Matrimandir for meditation.

Shri. Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Education visited
Auroville on 02-10-2022 and was received by Secretary Auroville
Foundation and Dr NirimaOza, Member, Governing Board. After
meditation at Matrimandir the Hon’ble Minister met the main working
groups, the Working Committee, FAMC & ATDC where short
presentations and overviews of activities were presented. The senior
officials of CPWD presented their working drawings for completion of
the infrastructure corridor including the Crown Area.Minister also visited

the exhibition of the City Galaxy Plan at Bharat Nivas. He assured that
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the required support for completion of projects of Auroville will be

provided.

The CPWD officials who are in charge ofAuroville works, have
prepared the work plan for implementing the Master Plan, with help of
ATDC. The CPWD Team has prepared a robuste security device with a
boom- barrier at the Visitors Centre check-post and security rooms to

monitor traffic of visitors which is to be installed.

ATAL Community Innovation Centre project Director, Dr Chintan
Vaishnav visited Auroville on 26th September 2022. Their team of
delegates visited Auroville on 30th September to see the innovative
projects being undertaken at AIAT and Udavi School’s STEM lab in

Auroville.

Ms. Dena Merriam, Chairperson, Auroville International Advisory
Council along with Shri. Raghu Ananthanarayan visited Auroville from
1st to 4th October, 2022 and interacted with members of the residents of

Auroville and various working groups.

Hon'ble Governor of Tamil Nadu & Chairman, AF visited Auroville
from 18" to 19™ October 2022 and interacted with many residents from
different working groups, units and activities individually and in groups
(Annapurna, Aurobrindavan, Auroaurche, Tibetan Pavilion, Visitor’s

Centre, Upasana, Crown, CSR, Auroville.com and Shradhanjali).

Sub-station update on TNEB. The present status is that TNEB has
written to the District Collector, Villupuram requesting him to make

another attempt to convince the Edayanchavadi villagers.
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Accounts & Finance

e The Board had decided in its 58" meeting held on 18-01-2022 that a
systems and processes audit, which may include transaction and forensic
audits has been completed for 30 units and the report with findings has

been submitted to the Board.

e The Board appointed an Enquiry Committee to enquire into the findings
of the audit and interact with the concerned unit executives to seek
explanations for the observations made. On the basis of explanations

received, further action shall be taken.

The Enquiry Committee shall have the following members:

S. No. Name Designation

1. | Dr.Jayanti S. Ravi, IAS ConvenorﬁFSecretaw,
e Dr.NirimaOza

) e Shri.Aravindan Neelakandan Any two of these GB
e Shri.Goutham Ghoshal Members
e Prof.Sarrraju

Shri. Chandresh Patel FAMC Member
4, | Shri. Sekhar F.C.A. Chartered Accountant
5. | Rep. from CAG Office

The committee may seek assistance from experts and others as required.

e At present there are about 44 GST registration numbers under Auroville
Foundation. Steps are being taken to go for one GST number for the

entire Auroville Foundation.

e Purchase of various materials and equipment funded with Government
grants has been done through the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal

or otherwise as per General Financial Rules 2017 (GFR 2017). Financial
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transactions are being updated in the Public Financial Management System

(PFMS) portal.

e Auroville Foundation is in the process of introducing centralized

accounting procedures with the help of internal auditors.

Visa Matters

The Board noted the visas recommendation status as on 27.10.2022

Total Visa recommendation letters issued: 994

S1.No. Duration of Visa Issued Pending
1 3 Months 3
2 1 year to 6 months 66 5
3 As requested, up to 5 years 925
4 Rejections 0

Legal Issues

The Board noted the status of pending cases in various courts (54 number)

against the Auroville Foundation till September 2022.

Patta Transfers

The Board noted that land patta regularization has been done in 206 cases while

for 86 cases patta transfer is in progress as on date.

Land Board

e The land acquisition proposals for all the privately owned lands in the city

area was submitted in September 2021 have been re-submitted on

27" September 2022 to the Taluk Office, Vanur. The acquisition of lands

is being followed up closely.

e Auroville Foundation has recently acquired 6.72 acres of city lands

through exchange.
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e The proposal to exchange poramboke lands in the city and green belt area
with Auroville Foundation owned lands located outside the Master Plan
area have been submitted to the Collector Office, Villupuram. It must be
noted that some of the poramboke lands have been encroached upon by

village residents.

e On 28th October 2022, the District Collector along with DRO, RDO,
Tahsildar, and VAOs made a visit to see the lands (to be exchanged) in
Pulichapallam village and the poramboke lands in Auroville. These
exchange proposals would help for a consolidation of our lands within the

Master Plan of Auroville.

e Auroville Foundation and Land Board initiated legal action in a case of
encroachment in the Abri-Evergreen area of Auroville along the
Kuilapalayam to Edayanchavadi road and DRO has given stay. Under the
Public Premises Act, eviction proceedings were initiated, following which
after the due process of notice and hearing, the toilet block obstructing the
crown road was demolished by the current occupants. On similar lines the
unauthorised occupations in Auroville are being listed and action being
initiated against them under the PPA along with damages as per the

provisions of the Act.

Security Issues in Auroville

e As Auroville is situated in a sparsely populated land comprising 3,000
residents living on 3,200 acres, security issues have always been a

concern, both on the material and human planes.

e Thefts and aggressions do happen and inmates have been advised to lock

the main doors of their houses.

Page 9 of 22



e Around the clock vigilance, including a moving patrol, is being done by
the safety & security team of Auroville. Visitor’s Centre and Matrimandir

have their own security teams.

e The assistance of the local Police is called upon for traffic management

and crowd control when required.

e A full time Chief Security Officer was appointed by the Governing Board
and now regular coordination with Auroville Security and local police is

being gradually put in place.

e A proposal to have CCTV cameras in vital places has been initiated for

surveillance.

Register of Residents (RoR) update

Seven teams of 2-3 members each, comprising Auroville residents and
Foundation officials were formed to go from house to house for verification of
submitted RoR updating forms from 1st October 2022 till date. Details of the

verification exercise were reported to the Board as detailed below:

On-Line Submitted 1345
Off-Line 617
Total Forms Submitted 1962
Non-submission 652
Total 2614
APPROVAL ITEMS

Item No. 61.04: Approval of Purchase of Ambulance for Integral Health
Services

The Board approved the purchase of an ambulance for the Auroville Integral
Health Services and suggested to follow the GFR 2017 and other relevant

instructions issued by Government of India.
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The said agenda item has been considered for approval and recommended to the

Governing Board by the Integrated Finance Division, MoE, New Delhi.

Item No. 61.05: Approval of annual accounts for the financial Year 2021-22
The Board approved the Annual Accounts for the financial Year 2021-22 with

the understanding that the preparation and presentation of Annual Accounts for

the year 2021-22 have been done.

The said agenda item has been considered for approval and recommended to the

Governing Board by the Integrated Finance Division, MoE, New Delhi.

It was observed that Auroville Foundation should ensure that the interest earned
on Government grants is deposited back to the Government account.

Item No. 61.06: Approval of annual budget under OH-35 for the financial
year 2022-23

The Board approved the Annual budget under OH-35 for the financial year 2022-
23. The said agenda item has been considered for approval and recommended to

the Governing Board by the Integrated Finance Division, MoE, New Delhi.

Sl Pussiicilns Revised Budget in
No. lakhs (Rs.)

1. | Water 804.00

2. | Electrical 845.00

3. | Solid Waste Management 504.29

4. | Data and Telecom 55.00

5. | Roads 4867.94

6. | Auroville Town Development Council (ATDC) 19.00

Grand Total 6236.23

Tax @ 3.25% 202.68

Additional Tax@5.50% 354.14

Net Total 6995.72
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